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Introduction: 
 
 Our return to Myanmar was filled with joy, as we engaged old friends and forged new 
friendships.  One hundred forty-seven leaders were encouraged and equipped during our time 
in Yangon, Myanmar.  These rural pastors and leaders are everyday heroes who live out their 
faith despite difficult circumstances with a government that is increasing its persecution of 
the church. 
 
 While we were in Myanmar several known church leaders were called into a 
government office and given the ultimatum to sign a letter stating “there is religious freedom 
in our country”.  This ploy by the government was to project an image of freedom to the 
United Nations and the world.  These faithful leaders asked for 10 days to pray about the 
situation.  After 10 days, they decided they could not and would not sign such a letter. 

 
  Persecution is sure to increase in the face of the government’s attempt to defraud the 

world.  Continue to pray for the faithfulness of Believers in the face of great persecution. 
 
Putting a Face on Myanmar: 
 

 The people who live in Myanmar (formerly Burma) 
are among the poorest in Southeast Asia. Per capita income 
is just $225 (annually). Unfortunately, the countries rich 
reserves in natural gas are being hijacked by the corrupt 
leaders of this country of nearly 50 million people. The 
leaders of the junta profit from the countries largest export – 
opium. The military junta, which crushed a democratic 
resistance in 1990, is comprised of five military generals, 
who have ironically given themselves the name of “State 

Peace and Development Council”.   
 
 Myanmar is listed in the top 5 in regard to the world’s worst human rights violators. 
Violations include forced labor, executions, and the torture and rape of prisoners and 
political opponents.  The opium problem is so severe in the border area with China that the 
Chinese government rounds up addicts and forces them into rehabilitation farms.  Human 
trafficking of Burmese is rampant, with young women forced into prostitution in Thailand 
and elsewhere.   
 
 The country was once so productive it was known as the region’s “rice bowl”, but 
today one-third of Burmese children are chronically malnourished or physically stunted. 
 
 The primary religion of Myanmar is Buddhism, with over 85% of the country 
adherents.  It is estimated that there are over 1 million Buddhist temples (pagodas) in 
Myanmar.  
 



Ed Adams teaching Paul’s missionary 
journeys in Yangon, Myanmar 

 
The State of the Church in Myanmar: 
 
   All Protestant missionaries were expelled in 1966.  Praise God for the foundations 
laid by Adoniram Judson, and those who followed, for on these foundations the Church has 
grown.      
 

The church continues to work in the midst of an oppressive situation. Military 
intelligence officers work to infiltrate and close down church buildings.  We know of four 
Mandalay area pastors who are in prison on an extended stay.  Threats to these church 
leaders are a way of life.  

 
 The peoples of Myanmar are distinctive within tribal identity. Approximately 133 
people groups comprise the population of fifty million.  Of these roughly 30 are “majority” 
groups with significant population.  We are working with leaders representing Christian 
work among seven of these “majority” people groups: Burmese, Lisu, Chin, S’gaw Karen, 
Pao Karen, Rakhine, and Kachin.  Each of these groups has a different level of 
evangelization. For example, the Chin are approximately 40% Christian while the Rakhine 
are less than 1% evangelized.  The least evangelized are the Burmese and Rakhine who make 
up about 60% of the population of Myanmar. 
 
Overview of Aquila Institutes 2007: 
  
 The focus of our teaching institutes was 
Mission Principles as we taught the Book of Acts.  
Some of the comments from students included:  
 

o How suffering played a part in the 
expansion of the ministry of Paul. It is 
nothing strange to suffer for the Gospel. 

o To see through the book of Acts that the 
same Holy Spirit that was present then is 
present today in our ministries. 

o That we should (like Paul/Barnabas) 
praise the Lord in the face of hard times. 

o Paul did not just share the Gospel on his 
missionary journeys, but has given us the example that we must also appoint and 
develop leaders. 

o That we should share the Gospel to all people (the vision of Peter {Acts 10} where 
God declared that “all are clean”. 

o If we want to be used by God (effectively) then we must be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 

o I learned about the need of contextualization of the message of the Gospel. We must 
use different methods for reaching different people. {response to lesson on Acts 16} 

o We must prepare for difficulty and hardship in our ministries. 

o God calls us to be faithful no matter what circumstances we face. 



o I was encouraged as we studied and saw the zeal of Paul. 

o The attitude of Paul encouraged me – he did not worry, he just trusted the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
          Typical of the issues that these leaders face is evident in the following testimony:  
Pastor Myaung shared that government officials closed down his church seven months ago. 
The eighty members have not been allowed to meet together in homes; they can only 
worship in their own home with their own family.  They are under great scrutiny from the 
government and those in the community who would be considered “informers”.  The church 
members are very discouraged and Pastor Myaung has shared that discouragement. 
 
 But as we studied the book of Acts, Pastor Myaung saw the boldness of Peter, Paul, 
and the followers of Christ.  He has decided to “go for it” and gather his church back 
together despite the consequences.  Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to be upon them. 
 
Clarification of Our Equipping Plan: 
 
 One of the benefits to this time in Myanmar was the continuing development of the 
plan for equipping and encouraging leaders with our National Partners.  The value of this 
“face to face” time with Thomas (our National Representative) cannot be quantified. 
 
 As we met and prayed together and talked about the needs of the leaders in Myanmar, 
we came to the conclusion that we must develop a “course” of study. Once leaders have 
attended five or six institutes then they are “graduates” and we can then invite new leaders to 
attend and receive the same course of study. 
 
 Thomas’ input to this plan was and is vital.  Pray for us as we finalize which courses 
should be offered. 
 
 We also discussed the need to conduct National Led Institutes in Myanmar. These 
institutes would allow Thomas to travel beyond the reach that we as Western “tourists” are 
able to travel. Thomas would be able to initiate equipping institutes with leaders in very 
remote areas. Our initial belief is that we could double the number of leaders attending if this 
plan could be realized.  Pray for us as we continue to develop this plan and begin developing 
new funds to meet this need. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
 Thank you for your investment in our work. Without your generous giving, none of 
this would be possible.  The unreached and least-reached of Myanmar are being touched with 
the Gospel because you are encouraging us and investing in the lives of leaders who will 
share the Gospel more effectively.  These faithful servants will be better leaders because you 
provide for them to attend Aquila Equipping Institutes. 
 
 Continue to pray for us as we expand this ministry both on the field and in terms of 
financial support. 
 
 Thanks for taking this journey with us! 


